Journal Club Manuscript Scoring Sheet for Discussants

MANUSCRIPT TITLE _________________________________________

Suggested scores and maximum for each criteria are provided.

PURPOSE (maximum = 5)




Purpose Score

____________
A. Purpose explicitly stated. (5)

B. Purpose not explicitly stated but obvious from the introduction. (2)

C. Purpose unclear. (0)

HYPOTHESIS (maximum = 3)




Hypothesis Score
____________

A. Hypothesis clearly stated. (3)

B. Hypothesis not clearly stated. (0)

ORIGINALITY (maximum =10)



Originality Score
____________

A. Original work which does not duplicate previous work. (10)

B. Duplicates previous work, which has not been previously duplicated. (6)

C. Duplicates previous work, which has been previously duplicated. (4)

D. Duplicates previous work which has been previously duplicated but authors fail to cite previous duplication in their references. (0)

DESIGN (maximum = 15)




Design Score

____________

A. Large prospective randomized controlled clinical trial (sample size adequate).  (15)

B. Small prospective randomized controlled clinical trial (sample size may cause a type II error).  (12)

C. Prospective randomized laboratory research.  (10)

D. Prospective nonrandomized clinical trial with concurrent controls.  (8)

E. Prospective nonrandomized clinical trial with historical controls.  (7)

F. Retrospective clinical review.  (4)

G. Case series without controls.  (3)

VARIABLES (maximum = 5)





Variable Score
____________

A. Variables measured are appropriated to validate the hypothesis.  (5) 

B. Variables measured are not appropriate to validate the hypothesis. (0)

STATISTICAL ANALYSIS (maximum = 7) 

Statistical Analysis Score
____________

A. Analytical methods are appropriate. (7)

B. Statistical analysis is flawed but flaws in the analysis do not invalidate the experiment or the hypothesis. (4)

C. Statistical analysis is severely flawed and threatens to invalidate the work. (2)

D. Statistical analysis is flawed and frankly invalidates the work. (0)

DATA DISPLAY (maximum = 7)



Data Display Score
____________

A. Tables and figures are easy to read and understand.  Data represented in tables and figures accurately reflect the text.  (7)

B. Tables and figures are difficult to understand.  The data in the table, however, accurately reflect the text.

C. Data in the figures and tables are difficult to understand and do not accurately represent the text. (0)

DISCUSSION/IMPORTANCE (maximum = 13) 
Discussion/Importance Score
___________

A. Places the current work in perspective with previously done work on the subject.  Important previous work is cited.  Results and unexpected findings are clearly explained. (13)

B. Places the current work in prospective.  Some results not explained well or alternative explanations for results are not explained.  References are current, comprehensive and appropriate. (8)

C. Relevance of work is not clear.  References are current but not comprehensive. (5)

D. The work has minimal importance or adds little to the existing literature. (2)

E. The work has been done before and been done better.

CLINICAL RELEVANCE (maximum =35)

Clinical Relevance Score
____________

A. The results of this study are important and directly applicable to clinical practice. (35)

B. The results of this laboratory investigation merit a prospective clinical trial. (25)

C. The results of this clinical study merit further clinical investigation. (10)

D. This laboratory work has illuminated basic physiologic mechanisms, which have direct clinical applications. (10)

E. This laboratory work has potential clinical applications. (10)

TOTAL



____________

STRENGTHS:

WEAKNESS:

TAKE HOME:

